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the watch partially opened, so that he was able to
see a portion of the works. He would perceive that
the motion of the hands was governed by that of
certain wheels, which were in gear with one another
in a way that he could follow. He might see even
more, and find that there was a spring which
actuated the wheels. He would regard the motion
of the hands as evolved from that of the wheels, and
the motion of the wheels again as evolved from the
uncoiling of a spring. He might further find out
the balance wheel, and he would see how, by making
each step in the motion of the train of wheels
depend, as for the time in which it took place, on the
performance of an act always the same, the motion of
the hands came to be a measure of the time elapsed.
But though he would have accounted for the motion
of the hands, and the proportionality of the motion
to the time elapsed, by evolution from something
lying farther back, his original idea that the whole
thing was designed to serve for the measurement of
time would not be in the least degree weakened.
The motion of the hands, it is true, could not be
other than it is if we suppose the system of wheels,
the mainspring, the balance wheel given; but he
would see that these were constructed and put into
their places with a view to the function which he
originally discovered that the instrument discharged.
In a similar way the evidence of design which we